1. Everyone is wicked from the womb:

Who are the wicked according to the Lord?

e “For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sin-
neth not.” (Ecclesiastes 7:20)

®  “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities,
like the wind, have taken us away.” (Isaiah 64:6)

e “They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy:
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” (Psalms 14:3)

e “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become un-
profitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat
is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the
poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing
and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and
misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they not
known: There is no fear of God before their eyes. Now we know
that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world
may become guilty before God.” (Romans 3:10-19)

Does God think that people have good hearts?
e “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.:
who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9)

Why is everyone looking for inner peace?
e “There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked.” (Isaiah
48:22)

So, God considers all people wicked and evil (Matthew 7:11) “and
God is angry with the wicked every day” (Psalms 7:11b) and “the
wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth” (Psalms 11:5b).

2. Not only is everyone wicked from the womb, but everyone is
also born dead:

Humans are born with live bodies, but dead souls.

®  “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die.” (Genesis 2:17)

Adam and Eve’s souls died that day and each one of us inherits a

dead soul.

God considers everyone to be wicked and “dead in trespasses and
sins” (Ephesians 2:1b) and “The wicked are estranged from the
womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking
lies” (Psalms 58:3).

3. Therefore everyone is wicked from the womb and born dead, resulting
in everyone's way being upside down:

Now, there are two ‘ways’ described throughout the Bible—the “way of the
wicked” and “the way of the righteous”:

The way of the wicked goes down to the pit. “The way of the wicked is as
darkness” (Proverbs 4:19). “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God.” (Psalms 9:17) “The way of the wicked is an abomina-
tion unto the LORD” (Pr 15:9a). When the wicked get to the end of their way
they will be burned up, cut off, and destroyed (Psalms 106:18b, Psalms 37:38b,

We have taste buds for the food
that perisheth feeding our stom-
achs;

we have no taste for the Bread of
Life Who would feed our souls.

We are thirsty for water;

but not for living Water

We have feelings for things of
this earth;

no love of God.

We are worried about tomorrow;

not worried about eternity.

We are worried about dying;

not about dying forever.

Psalms 145:20b).

“...the way of the wicked [the LORD] turneth upside
down.” (Psalms 146:9)

Now, think about the implications... this means that this world, our actions, our
thoughts, our feelings, our wants, our likes/dislikes, EVERYTHING is upside

down!

4. Let’s see what going a way that is upside down means:

We fear men and the devil;

we have no fear of God.

We are satisfied with knowing
about the Lord;

we don’t want to know Him per-
sonally.

We think that cares, trials, tribu-
lations and sorrows are horrible
events as they don’t allow us to
enjoy life;

we don’t realize that they can be
blessings that can bring a person
to God, tear him away from this
world, and prepare him for eter-
nity.

We think that we are good;

we are wicked and evil.

We think that we are alive;

we are dead.

We emphasize trifles and labour
for the bread that perisheth,
spending our time and energy on
useless things;

we ignore the things of lasting
value and importance and work-
ing on things that will last.

We think that we will go to heaven ;

we are heading for hell.

A woman’s outer beauty is val-
ued;

inner beauty is of little value.

We feel like we will live forever;

we will die in a few short years.

We pamper and emphasize taking care
of our bodies that will die and rot;

we ignore our souls that will live for-
ever tormented in hell.

A man’s bodily strength is val-
ued;

strengh of character is of little
value.

We exalt the ‘cool’ rebel,

We despise the holy.

We frantically gather treasures on
earth (which will rust and which we
can not take with us) and chase bub-
bles;

we neglect to gather treasures in
heaven.

We love what God hates;

we hate what God loves.

We call evil good;

and good evil.

We like to read every book;

but the Bible.

We want to be happy;

we don’t want to be holy (which is the
only way to true happiness).

We are eager to read fairytales;

but ignore true revelation.

We have eyes for the things of this
world that perish;

we have no vision for the invisible
things that will remain.

We kill the unborn; and give our
children to strangers to raise;

we ignore that children are a
blessing and are to be nurtured
and taught by their mothers.

We have ears to hear the passing noise
of this world;

we have no ears to hear God’s voice.

We value personal fulfillment;

and ignore family.

We have feet that run swiftly to de-
struction;

we have palsied / paralyzed feet for
God’s way.

We have voices that speak lies and
vanities;

not the things of the Lord.

We believe that the best a woman
can achieve is ‘equality’ and this
means that she must act like a
man;

we ignore that in God’s eyes
women are equal and have their
own distinct role.

We look at appearances;

God looks at the heart.
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lusts;
and we think that ‘God is good’ not realizing that if we are not
when we get to enjoy the pleas- being chastened we are not sons.

ures of life;

of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD. wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”

“Let no man deceive himself.” (1 Corinthians 3:18): The Bible doesn’t
offer a ‘plan’ of salvation (like an insurance policy); but a “way o,
salvation” (Acts 16:17) which one must enter into through the Door (“Then
said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the
sheep.” [John 10:7]) the only possible Way (“Jesus saith unto him, I am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by

me.” [John 14:6]) and then “walk in it” (2 John 1:6) : “Fight[ing] the good

We pursue all the wrong things; value all of the wrong things; in-
vest time / energy into all of the wrong things; and seek happiness
in all of the wrong things. The things of this world, controlled by
the Prince of this World, should appear to be ugly, useless, and
vanity; instead they tantalize and entice us and we consider not
that the “the end of those things is death” (Romans 6:21). We
think that we are rational beings, but in reality we act as delu-
sional madmen.

Proverbs 14:12: “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death.”

J. R. Miller writes (in 1886):

“To let men have what they want, would be to open the gates of ruin
and death for them. What they hunger for, thinking it bread, is but a
cold stone! The path that to their eyes seems to be strewn with flowers,
and to lead to a paradise—is full of thorns, and leads to darkness and
death. The things they crave and cry for, thinking to find sweet satis-
faction in them, when gotten at last prove to be but bitter
ashes!” (Silent Times, A Book to Help in Reading the Bible into Life)

The only way is to REPENT, turn around, seek, search, pray for a bro-
ken contrite heart, the fear of the Lord, read the Bible and start off and
the Lord will lead you to the new birth (where your soul is made alive)
and make you His child and lead you in the way everlasting, in the
paths of peace, the way of the righteous.

Ezekiel 18:23: “Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?
saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and
live?”

Ezekiel 18:30-32: “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel,
every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and
turn yourselves from all your transgressions, so iniquity shall not be
your ruin. Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye
have transgressed, and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for
why will ye die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death

fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12) and “hold[ing] fast the confidence and the

rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” (Hebrews 3:6).

It is every individual’s responsibility to study the Bible and pray for the
Holy Spirit’s illumination of what he reads:

e “[The Bereans] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) God invites us personally:

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 1:18).

= Pray that God would convict you of your sins and your unrighteousness
and of the judgment to come (John 16:8); and that you are lost and will
perish.

Seek the Lord. (Matthew 6:33)

Pray for the “fear of the Lord”, as it “is the beginning of knowledge”.
(Prov 1:7)

Pray to have your eyes and ears opened to God’s Truth. (Mark 8:18)
Pray that God would open the eyes of your understanding. (Luke 24:45)
Pray that you would see yourself as God sees you (dead in sin).
(Ephesians 2:1)

Pray that God would make you hate sin and love holiness.

Pray to have a hunger and thirst for righteousness. (Matthew 5:6)

Pray for a “broken heart” and a “contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18; 51:17)
Repent. Make a 180°. Turn from known sin in your life.

Pray with an obedient heart; pray for a willingness to obey.

Start obeying whatever the Lord shows you.

Pray for the gift of faith. (Ephesians 2:8)

Pray that God would make you a “new creature” (2 Cor 5:17)

Pray for the miracle of being “begotten of God” (‘born again’) (1 John
5:18)

Read God’s Word (the Bible) and ask the Lord to illuminate It for you
and teach you in your heart.

And if you don't feel like it, set your will and seek the Lord anyway and
pray that you would want to seek God and that the Lord would find you
and that you would find the Lord Jesus Christ.
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“...the way of the
wicked [the LORD]
turneth upside down.”

(Psalms 146:9 )




